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Joseph also curtailed the powers and privileges of the Church
in the Austrian lands. He refused to permit the entry of
Papal Bulls, except on his express licence. Out of a total of
2046 monasteries and convents he suppressed 1143; "they
were replaced by hospitals, schools, and barracks."1 Pope
Pius VI took the unprecedented step of making a journey to
Vienna in 1782 to dissuade Joseph from his secularist policies
—without success. Joseph freed the serfs from being bound
to the soil, although their liability to labour rents and services
for their land-holdings remained. On October 13, 1781,
appeared his celebrated edict of religious toleration. He had a
new translation of the Bible made into German. A later edict
of the Emperor abolished the legal use of torture. The English
philanthropist and prison reformer Howard when he visited
the Vienna prisons in 1786 found that the edict was observed.2
In economics Joseph II was an inveterate protectionist.
Under Maria Theresa a strict protective regime had been
developed; Joseph in 1782 increased the customs duties on
manufactured goods to 60 per cent, of the goods* value. This
tariff, practically prohibitive, had to be modified later, in order
to introduce, for the benefit of the Austrian consumer, a
measure of foreign competition.
Joseph's reforms and measures, in spite of opposition at
the outset, were accepted or enforced, and for a time the
Austrian dominions enjoyed calm. All Central and Western
Europe, indeed, was calm; the peoples of the ancien regime
everywhere, under a perfect constellation of enlightened
monarchs, were enjoying an Indian summer, before the Utter
winter of revolutions and discontents which was to open in
1789. The great States had their rois edaires—Frederick II of
Prussia, Joseph II of Austria—or else, as in the case of France
and Necker, they had at least a benevolent monarch and
an efficient, public-spirited Minister. The lesser States had
sovereigns who regarded government as a trust and duty:
1 C. Paganel, Hhtoire de Joseph II (1843), p. 327.
* John Howard, An Account of the Principal Lpzarettot of Europe {1791},
p. 66.
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